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Construction work on the new Madison Ave. 
branch of the Lakewood Public Library. 

 

Orol Federal Savings and Loan later became 
Home Federal Savings Bank. 

 

Looking east from the west side of Mars Ave. 
along the north side of Madison Ave. The S.B. 
Scott Drug Store, 15234 Madison, can be seen on 
the northeast corner. 
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1915

 This book emphasizes the year 1925. Its purpose is to provide information about 

what the United States and the world were like one hundred years ago when 

houses that became century homes this year were being built. 

The Lakewood Century Home Project to recognize and honor homes in Lakewood 

that are one hundred or more years old began in 2017. By that time many 

thousands of homes in Lakewood had already become Century Homes. To make 

the project of recognition more manageable for the committee, it was decided that 

recognition of homes that had already reached the century mark would be spread 

over a period of ten years. This year, 1925, all homes built in years ending with a 5 

have received letters of congratulation.  This includes the years 1885, 1895, 1905, 

1915, and 1925. A total of one thousand three hundred and thirty houses were sent 

letters. 

The next three pages provides a brief sampling of major events that occurred in 

1885, 1895, 1905, and 1915. 

1925 
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1885 
February 21, 1885 - The Washington Monument is dedicated at a ceremony by President 
Chester A. Arthur. The obelisk was completed under federal auspices after construction had 
been started by private concerns thirty-seven years earlier in 1848. 

June 17, 1885 - The Statue of Liberty arrives for the first time in New York harbor. 

September 2, 1885 - The Rock Spring, Wyoming mining riot occurred because of ethnic hatred 
and economic competition.  One hundred and fifty white miners attacked Chinese coworkers, 
killing twenty-eight and forcing several hundred more to leave Rock Springs. 

 

1895 
September 3 - The first professional football game is played in Latrobe, Pennsylvania. The 
Latrobe YMCA defeated the Jeannette Athletic Club 12-0. 
 
October 4 - The first United States Golf Open run by the USGA is held in Newport, Rhode 
Island. A thirty-six-hole competition between ten professionals and one amateur, the winner 
received prize money of $150. 
 
November 5 - The first United States patent for the automobile is granted to George B. Selden 
for his two-stroke automobile engine.   
 
November 25 - Oscar Hammerstein opens the first theatre, Olympia, in the Times Square 
section of New York City. 

  

1905 
February 23 - Rotary Club of Businessmen is founded with the first chapter in Chicago, Illinois. 
 
March 4 - President Theodore Roosevelt is inaugurated for his second term. 
 
May 15 - The city of Las Vegas, Nevada is formed with the sale of one hundred and ten acres in 
the downtown area. 
 
June 1 - The Lewis and Clark Centennial Exposition is opened in Portland, Oregon. The world 
fair would host eighteen nations and three colonies 
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Cleveland Hopkins International Airport opens. 

Commercial aviation in Cleveland began almost seven years before Cleveland Municipal Airport 
opened in 1925. The first regular airmail service started in December 1918. However, 
Cleveland’s two existing privately owned airfields were not equipped for night flying and the city 
was in danger of losing its important airmail stop. The search was started for a more appropriate 
airfield, which could accommodate future growth. A site was found on the southwest side of 
Cleveland. In January 1925, a $1,250,000 bond issue was approved by the city council for land 
acquisition and construction of an airport. Construction on the first landing field, airport 
structures, and US Air Mail Hangars began. Seven months after the bond issue was approved, 
the new airport, The Cleveland Municipal Airport, opened for business in a public spectacle that 
attracted 100,000 visitors.  

The first mail plane of the day, a World War I 
surplus DeHavilland DH-4, from Chicago landed at 
8:30 p.m. and continued to New York, inaugurating 
night air mail service between the cities.  
 
Ford Commercial Air lines inaugurated daily trips 
between Cleveland and Detroit on 1 July 1925, and 
soon Natl. Air Transport, a future component of 
United Airlines, launched what would become the 
first continuous service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DeHavilland DH-4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ford Tri-Motor Airplane 

Air freight between Detroit and Cleveland began on July 11, 

1925 when Henry Ford loaded a disassembled Model T 

automobile into a Ford Tri-Motor Airplane in Detroit, Michigan. 

When the plane landed at Cleveland Municipal Airport, the 

parts were unloaded from the plane and then immediately 

reassembled on the airport runway. 

When it opened in 1925, CLE was the 

first municipal airport in the country. 

Initially, the airport served as a stop for 

U.S. Air Mail planes making coast-to-

coast flights. It quickly grew to become 

a major destination for personal and 

commercial aircraft. CLE also led the 

nation in implementing new airport 

technology. This includes the world’s 

first radio-equipped air traffic control 

tower and the nation’s first airfield 

lighting system. 

Cleveland and Ohio Happenings 
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THE MOVIES: Most Popular and Box Office Hits 

1925’s most popular movie and box office hit was The Merry Widow by Erich von 
Stroheim 

 

 

The Merry Widow 

Directed by: Erich von Stroheim 
Starring: Mae Murray, John Gilbert, Roy D'Arcy, Josephine 
Crowell 
Country: United States of America 
Outline: A prince must woo the now wealthy dancer he 
once abandoned to keep her money in the country. Without 
her fortune the country is in danger of crashing 
economically. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Gold Rush 
Directed by: Charles Chaplin 
Starring: Charles Chaplin, Mack Swain, Tom Murray, Henry Bergman 
Country: United States of America 
Outline: A prospector goes to the Klondike in search of gold and finds it and 
more. 

 

 
Seven Chances 
Directed by: Buster Keaton 
Starring: Buster Keaton, Ruth Dwyer, T. Roy Barnes, Snitz Edwards 
Country: United States of America 
Outline: A man learns he will inherit a fortune if he marries by 7 p.m. that 
same day. 
 

 

Stage Struck 
Directed by: Allan Dwan 
Starring: Gloria Swanson, Lawrence Gray, Gertrude Astor, Oliver Sandys 
Outline: A young woman dreams of becoming a great actress. When her 
boyfriend starts to flirt with an actual actress, she becomes jealous and 
decides to fight with her rival. 
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THE MOVIES: Most Popular and Box Office Hits 

Faces of Children 
Directed by: Jacques Feyder 
Starring: Jean Forest, Victor Vina, Pierrette Houyez, Jeanne Marie-Laurent 
Country: United States of America 
Outline:  The story is about a young boy who has a difficult time adjusting to his 
father’s remarriage after the death of his mother. His father and new stepmother are 
insensitive to the boy’s profound and unresolved grief. Eventually the boy’s 
resentment leads to near-tragic consequences. 
 

Lazybones 
Directed by: Frank Borzage 
Starring: Madge Bellamy, Buck Jones, Zasu Pitts, Leslie Fenton 
Country: United States of America 
Outline: Steve Tuttle, the titular lazybones, takes on the responsibility of raising a 
fatherless girl, causing a scandal in his small town. Many years later, having 
returned from World War I, he discovers he loves the grown-up girl. 

 
 
Shore Leave 
Directed by: John S. Robertson 
Starring: Richard Barthelmess, Dorothy Mackaill, Ted McNamara, Nick Long 
Outline: While anchored down on a small New England port, on shore leave, Bilge 
Smith, a sailor, meets Connie Martin, the village dressmaker. Upon leaving, Bilge 
promises to return to Connie. 
 
 

 
Little Annie Rooney 
Directed by: William Beaudine 
Starring: Mary Pickford, William Haines, Walter James, Gordon Griffith 
Country: United States of America 
Outline: The tenements are home to an international community, including the 
friends and family of a tough young ragamuffin named Annie Rooney, but their 
neighborhood may be threatened by a potentially dangerous street gang. 

 
 
Lady Windermere's Fan 
Directed by: Ernst Lubitsch 
Starring: Irene Rich, May McAvoy, Bert Lytell, Ronald Colman 
Country: United States of America 
Outline: A society woman believes her husband is having an affair, a misconception 
which may have dire personal consequences for all involved. 

 
 
The Joyless Street 
Directed by: Georg Wilhelm Pabst Starring: Asta Nielsen, Greta Garbo, Ágnes 
Eszterházy, Werner Krauss 
Country: United States of America 
Outline: In Vienna after WWI Inflation is rampant, poverty and vice are 

widespread, and the division between rich and poor is vast. Outside a 

butcher shop, the poor and hungry are ready to anything for a scrap of 

meat. Among them are two desperate young women, Mar ia and Grete. The 

film was a breakout role for Greta Garbo.  
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 Automobile 

Production 

Figures for 1925  

 

1 Ford 1,720,795 

 

2 Chevrolet 264,868 

 

3 Dodge 193,861 

 

4 Willlys-Overland 163,000 

 

5 Buick 160,411 

 

6 Hudson/Essex 133,950 

 

7 Durant 111,000 

 

8 Studebaker 105,387 

 

   

1925 Willys-Overland Roadster 

1925 Ford Model T Roadster 
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1925 United States Automobile Production Figures 
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1925 Hudson Coach 

1925 Durant Star 

1925 Buick Standard Six 
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1925 United States Automobile Production Figures 
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Masking tape was created in 1925 by 3M employee Richard Gurley Drew. Drew observed autobody      
workers growing frustrated when they removed butcher paper they had taped to cars they were 
painting. The strong adhesive on the tape peeled off some of the paint they had just applied. In the 
1920s, two-tone cars were trendy. Workers needed to mask off part of the car while they painted the 
other and often used glued-on newspaper or butcher paper for the job. But that was difficult to get off 
and often resulted in a sticky mess.  

Drew spent the next two years developing a tape that was 
sticky yet easy to remove. He found a winning formula: 
crepe paper backed with cabinetmaker’s glue mixed with 
glycerin. The invention was a game-changer for the 
automotive industry, which was struggling with the 
challenge of achieving clean sharp paint lines on the two-
toned cars that were popular during the 1920’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Masking tape, also known as painter’s tape, is 

a pressure sensitive tape made of a thin and 

easy-to-tear paper and an easily released 

pressure sensitive adhesive. 

Masking Tape 
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RTHE MOVIES: Most PInventions, Traditions, Trials, Firsts, Treaties, and Threats  

The Goodyear-Zeppelin 

Corporation (later Goodyear 

Aerospace) produced its 

fi st      ea -b an e  

b i p in 1925. This first 

public relations airship was 

named Pilgrim. Then, 

starting with Puritan in 

1928, all airships for the 

next seven decades were 

named after America’s Cup 

Yacht Race winners. That 

tradition ended in 2005; the 

current fleet of airships is 

named Wingfoot One, 

Wingfoot Two, and 

Wingfoot Three. “Wingfoot” 

is a reference to the 

company’s corporate logo, 

the winged shoes of the 

Roman god Mercury.  

All three Goodyear blimps, led by Wingfoot One, fly 
in formation on June 3, 2025, over Akron, Ohio as 
part of their one-hundred-year anniversary. 

The first Goodyear Blimp, Pilgrim photographed in 1925 



 

 
28 

The Scopes Monkey Trial 

Despite the title, this entry does not involve the trial of a wayward simian. 
Instead, the issue at stake was the teaching of Darwinian evolution theory, 
which, of course, contradicts the literal reading of Genesis that some people 
favored back in 1925—and indeed still do. The courtroom drama took place 
in Dayton, Tennessee, and the man on the trial was science teacher John 
Thomas Scopes. 

Scopes was charged with breaking a 
Tennessee law passed in March 1925 
forbidding the teaching of “any theory 

that denies the story of the Divine Creation of man as taught 
in the Bible, and to teach instead that man has descended 
from a lower order of animals.” It seems that Scopes 
deliberately defied the law to illustrate its evident absurdity. 
Indeed, the reporters described a “carnival-like atmosphere” 

in Dayton, with traders 
selling “Bibles, toy 
monkeys, hot dogs, and lemonade” on the steps outside the 
courtroom. 

Scopes was found guilty and fined $100, but the Tennessee 
Supreme Court reversed the verdict several years later.  

 

 

 

Television Invented in Scotland 

Born in Scotland in 1888, John Logie Baird was an engineer and prolific 
inventor. According to the BBC, his innovations included “a disastrous 
homemade hemorrhoid cream [and] a rustless glass razor,” with which he had 
badly cut himself before abandoning the project. But it was the field of television 
where his talents really shined. 

In 1922, Baird experimented with a 
mechanical television system that 
included a large revolving disc with a 
spiral arrangement of holes. Seeking to 
improve this gizmo, the inventor fitted 
glass lenses, but the rapidly spinning 
wheel ejected those in an explosion of 
breaking shards. 

Fortunately, the intrepid Scotsman was uninjured by this disaster, 
and in October 1925, he was able to create “a recognizable image, 
complete with shades of grey.” The star of this prototypical TV show 
was a rather scary-looking ventriloquist’s dummy that went by the name of Stooky Bill.  

 John T.  Scopes 

Clarence Darrow vs William Jennings Bryan 

Stooky Bill and Projected Image 

John Logie Baird 

RTHE MOVIES: Most Popular and Box Office Hits Inventions, Traditions, Trials, Firsts, Treaties, and Threats  

Television had arrived, although it would be several years before it would be found in homes. 
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Nellie Tayloe Ross Becomes First Female Governor 
 
Back in 1925, American women were largely absent from formal politics. It 
had only been five years earlier, in 1920, that the 19th Amendment had finally 
given women the right to vote. So, the success of Nellie Tayloe Ross in 
becoming America’s first woman governor was even more striking. She won 
the 1925 governor’s election in Wyoming, taking the position that her husband 
had held prior to his death not long before the poll. 

As a progressive Democrat, Ross supported Prohibition, stricter bank 
regulations, and increased education funding. However, she was unable to 
have much impact on Wyoming politics since the state legislature’s 
membership was overwhelmingly Republican. Even so, she’s remembered as 
a groundbreaking pioneer for women standing for high office. 

After losing the governorship, Ross continued in public life, becoming chair of 
the Democratic National Committee and later head of the U.S. Mint. She died 
in 1977, aged 101.  
 

 

Murder of Madge Oberholtzer Murder of Madge Oberholtzer 
 

Madge Oberholtzer had the great misfortune of getting mixed up 
with D.C. Stephenson. 

Aged 28, Madge met Stephenson in January 1925 at an 
inauguration dinner in honor of Indiana Governor Ed Jackson. At 
this time, Stephenson was a prosperous businessman and held 
the position of Grand Dragon in the Indiana Ku Klux Klan. 
Stephenson danced with her at that first meeting, and they 
began to see each other often. 

One evening, Stephenson urgently contacted Oberholtzer, 
demanding to see her immediately. Oberholtzer then disappeared for two days until she was dumped at 
her family home in a distraught and wretched state. But she was able to describe what had happened to 
her. A drunken Stephenson had abducted her and then brutally assaulted and raped her. A severely 
traumatized Oberholtzer tried to kill herself with deadly mercury bichloride tablets and was then driven to 
her parental home. A month later, she died. Stephenson was found guilty of kidnapping, rape, and murder 
and sentenced to life imprisonment.  

This scandal involving a senior Ku Klux Klan member is said to have destroyed the group in Indiana, with 
membership crashing from a high of almost 250,000 to just 4,000 by 1928. 
 

 

  

Nellie Tayloe Ross 

     D.C. Stephenson Madge Oberholtzer 

RTHE MOVIES: Most Popular and Box Office Hits Inventions, Traditions, Trials, Firsts, Treaties, and Threats  
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1. AT&T Labs, Inc. (formerly AT&T Laboratories, Inc.) is the research & development 

division of the AT&T Corporation. The company was founded by Alexander Graham 

Bell in Florham Park, New Jersey. 
2. Acuity Insurance is a mutual insurance company in Sheboygan, Wisconsin. 

3. The Argosy Book Store is New York City's oldest independent bookstore. It was 

established by Louis Cohen and is famous for its wide selection of bargain books. 

4. Caterpillar, Inc. is a construction equipment 

manufacturing company that was founded in Wisconsin by 

C.L. Best and Benjamin Holt. 

5. Caxton Press is a book publisher located in Caldwell, 

Idaho. It was established by J.H. Gipson to give western 

authors, especially those who write non-fiction, a 

publisher who would be interested in considering their works. 

6. The Chrysler Corporation, one of the "Big Three" auto manufacturers, was founded 

by Walter P. Chrysler in Detroit. 

7. Crown Central Petroleum is an oil company with headquarters in 

Baltimore. 

8. The Genuine Parts Company "is an American service organization 

engaged in the distribution of automotive replacement parts, industrial 

replacement parts, office products, and electrical/electronic materials." The company 

was founded by Carlyle and Malcolm Fraser in Atlanta, Georgia. 

9. Heluva Good! is a company that specializes in cheeses, chip dips, sour cream, and 

condiments. It was established by Perry Messenger in Sodus, New York. 

10. Howard Johnson's was a nationwide restaurant chain that was founded by Howard 

Deering Johnson in Quincy, Massachusetts.  

11. Mrs. Smith's is one of the largest frozen pie brands in the 

United States. The company was created by Amanda Smith in Pottstown, Pennsylvania. 

12. NAPA Auto Parts distributes automotive replacement parts, accessories, and service 

items throughout North America. The company headquarters is in Atlanta, Georgia  and 

currently has over 6,000 locations. 

13. The Pella Corporation is a privately held window and door 

manufacturing company located in Des Moines, Iowa. The company was 

established by Peter and Lucille Kuyper and currently has over 7,000 

employees.  
14. Progresso is a food company that produces canned soups, canned beans, broth, and 

other food products. The company was founded in New Orleans by Vincent Taormina 

and Joseph Uddo. 

15. Winn-Dixie is a supermarket chain headquartered in Jacksonville, Florida. The 

company operates over 500 stores in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 

Louisiana, and Mississippi. 

RTHE MOVIES: Most Popular and Box Office Hits American Companies and Brands Established During 1925 
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1. Adamance, arthroscope, arthroscopy, assembly line, art house, and 

attention line 

2. Bail out, big government, blooper, bobby pin, and bumper-to-bumper 

3. Cannoli, Christmas club, closeout, cold cash, compartmentalize, concrete 

jungle, consumer credit, and curb service 

4. Delmonico steak, desktop, dinette, do-gooder, dry ice, and duplex 

apartment 

5. E. coli and extramarital 

6. Finger wave, forgotten man, free association, freebie, fused quartz, and fuji 

7. Gas station, gimpy, and group therapy 

8. Hem, hole in one, and hot seat 

9. Lab, level of significance, light quantum, and liquefied petroleum gas 

10. Main sequence, major penalty, master bedroom, melba toast, mercy killing, 

microclimate, minor penalty, and motel 

11. Nervous Nellie and non grata 

12. Overinform, overnight bag, overschedule, and oxygen tent 

13. Paraphilia, parapsychology, Paul Bunyan, pen pal, perfect pitch, pesticide, 

pickleweed, and planeload 

14. Recycle, rest home, revealing, right on, and rough trade 

15. Scampi, self-isolate, shamus, shush, slumber party, snap on, speed trap, 

stop-and-go, super competitive surrealism, sweatpants, and sweatshirts 

16. Take for a ride 

17. Uh-oh, underpants, unselective, and upside-down-cake 

18. Vitamin E 

19. Whistle stop, windburn, and workers' compensation 

20. Zucchini 

 

 

New Words Introduced During 1925 

 WORDS THAT FIRST APPEARED IN PRINT IN 1925 


